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Check out Time & Money 

From left, Emily Chen, John Rui, Kai Bell, Ella Mohnsen, Lydia Chapman and Asher Gyesi shop July 25 at 

Park to Shop Market in Dublin. The trip was part of Emerson Magnet School’s Global Pen Pals Project from 

July 24 to Aug. 4. It allowed visiting Chinese students a chance to interact with their Emerson counterparts.  
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One Emerson Magnet School teacher says connections between the school’s students and visiting Chinese 

students were like magic. 
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Kate Mantenieks, an Emerson third-grade teacher, said a highlight of a recent visit of 12 Chinese students and 

their families was watching the children work in groups of three with two Americans and a Chinese. 

“When they worked together it was magical,” she said. “I think the level of trust in the groups was high. We 

had so many projects and so many field trips; we built in vocabulary. They really trusted each other.” 

Emerson students and staff were hosts to the Chinese students and their families through the Global Pen Pals 

Project from July 24 to Aug. 4. 

Emerson principal Chris Doolittle and her family were hosts to two 14-year-old boys. 

“They learned a lot from us and we learned from them also,” she said. 

Even though the students who stayed with her knew little English, Mantenieks said, they showed kindness. 

“It was harder for them to communicate but they showed kindness in actions,” she said. 

The connection with the Chinese visitors evolved when Mantenieks said Doolittle had a mutual friend who 

knew Chinese-speaking friends. 

They started talking on social media with Pingping Mo, who teaches English to students in the evening, and 

Mantenieks’ students would come in early in the morning at Emerson to communicate online via WeChat. 

“Now when do the WeChat, it will be friends we will be talking to,” she said. 

During the visit, Mantenieks said, the children were more receptive to trying new things than the adults. 

“The Chinese parents didn’t want to eat the American food and the kids jumped right in,” she said. 

Emerson first-grade teacher Shannon Goebeler coordinated a Global Pen Pals Camp that included field trips 

and plays the American students performed in Chinese, and vice versa. 

“It turned out much better than we thought it would,” she said. “We did ‘Goldilocks and the Three Bears’ and 

the ‘Three Little Pigs.’ They worked hard on that. We had older students help with the pronunciation.” 

Goebeler said the biggest surprise was how willing the children were to learn a new language. 

“Many of our students have never done Chinese,” she said. “Some did Chinese over the past year. They were 

all willing to jump in and try. That was the biggest surprise to me. Some of them really picked it up.” 

She said a visit to Slate Run Living Historical Farm in Canal Winchester and a grocery store were the biggest 

hits. 

“We saw kids ask each other, ‘What is this?’ and the kids answered,” Goebeler said. 

Mantenieks said she asked about the Chinese schooling. 

“They go to school longer,” she said. “They have a longer day and tutoring after school. They said they all had 

homework this summer.” 



Goebeler said the Chinese visitors loved games, playing outside and having free time while they visited. 

Doolittle said the visit to Kroger and Park to Shop Market, an Asian grocery store in Dublin, was a great 

learning experience. 

“We discovered we’re more alike than we are different,” she said. “While we were hosting, we had a wedding 

to attend. The two boys and other visitors went to a wedding with us. It was extremely different from what 

they’re used to. It’s back to learning about the culture.” 

At the conclusion of the visit, Doolittle said, she was surprised at how appreciative the students and parents 

were of everything provided by the hosts. 

“There were tears about what a wonderful experience it was,” she said. 

Nine students are considering making a trip to China next summer with Emerson staff members, but the trip 

won’t be a school- or district-sponsored trip, but rather, a group who chooses to take this trip together, 

Doolittle said. 

She said the Chinese would host a five-day camp and then the group would visit tourist attractions. 
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